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GIDEON WILBERFORCE COBBS,SR. 1824-1912 
(Reportedly taken in 1911 at the age of 87) 
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There: isVaewind, a spirit. thats. blowing sin 
America today and it is.of the nature of. the spirit 
Creer ryan thee roopiet, and it, leustanringr Up. God's 
people’ to turtmero eheir forebears, to, thes raccoon ta, 
and then to their own children and grandchildren 
as they endeavor to correct the mistakes of recent 
generations and prepare for the rule of God in the 
future. I have been privileged to sense this wind, 
this spirit, and let if carry me inta*somespleasant 
and challenging paths. 


Upon retirement from the United Methodist minist- 
ry in 1983 I began to think about doing a genealog- 
ical search of the Cobb's name and history. I have 
always had “agtove of history. .In 1935 swhite ~still in 
high school I visited my grandfather Gideon W. Cobbs, 
JEPVLOr  Chespurpose of Writing Ja story, abouk ounmpan— 
eestors for an English composition .classs «Ef «sti bt 
have that writing today. 


Myron cnet aMarit on ... CODDS LS still. bisbnoeas ef 
write this. He is 94 years old. After my retirement 
I talked to him about out forebears. He could remem- 
ber a few thing about his grandfather Gideon W. Cobbs, 
Sr. and his wife Susannah Huffer Cobbs, but some of 
the things that he thought he remembered have since 
proved incorrect. He could almost remember all the 
names of his aunts and uncles. He said that one of 
his aunts, Susan Adelle Cobbs Landis, had our ancest- 
ry traced to the Revolutionary War and had become a 
DLIA.R. But some’of his facts were a. little bit mix- 
ed and because Iwas a novice at this.sorteofsthing, 
when I wrote to the National D.A.R in Washington,D. 
ceri round fctning. For one Ching my intormataon as 
to who served in that war was incorrect. I wrote to 
the War Department for a list of Cobbs who served 
iethe Revolution and received a ,listsoh 3i.eButeal 
couldn't confirm or prove anything by that informat- 
TOn-erther. 


In 1984 my wife Geraldine and I moved to Noble 
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County,Indiana, where by the providence of God we had 
purchased a piece of land fo: retirement about 11 
years previous. This county was the home of our branch 
of the Cobbs family for abouc three generations, and 
although I had never lived here I felt like I was go- 
ing home. It had also been the home of the Cramer 
rantilly, my mother's family, for several generations. 
My great grainuj,u. nts Milan and Della Clemens Cramer 
had lived here; my grandparents Benjamin Franklin 

and Bertha Ella Simon Cramer had lived here, and my 
mother Vangie Cramer had bz 4yrn here. It had also 
been the home of Rosetta Swanders who married my 
grandfather Gideon W. Cobbs,Jr. 


My father had told his children that our great 
grandfather Cobbs had served in the Civil War. I 
looke« i... his record of service in the Noble County 
COUmenolice elea1dntt find it. My sister Violet’ look-— 
ed for it in the state recordis of the large library 
in Fort Wayne but she didn't find it either. My ef- 
forts seemed to be blocked. I began to look for some 
residue of °~'e Cobbs family in Noble County. There 
was one Cobb in the telepho: 2 book but it was no 
Close relative. 


I pastor a little United Methodist Church in Wolf 
Lake, just two miles from where we live. Early in 
1986 by the providence of God or whatever, one of 
our parishioners mentioned to a Noble County woman 
that I, a Cobbs, was her pastor. The woman exclaim- 
eo, a1. De@ecidat ne ls iMy COUSIN. ANG, 1c LUurned 
out that we were second cousins. Her grandfather 
Abraham T. Cobbs and my gra: dfather Gideon W. Cobbs, 
Jr. were brothers. This wo:.an was Beatrice Cobb 
Platt. She and her husband Pichard lived in Albion, 
our County seat. We all, as relatives and Christians 
began to love one another. Then the Lord spoke to 
me about my genealogical search, "It is people that 
are important." I listened to this admonition and 
with Beatrice as eager to discover our ancestors as 
lL, our search began to bear Eruit. , 
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As a team the first thing that we did was to bring 
to light the Civil Wai record of our great grandfath- 
er Gideon W. Cobbs,Sr. It was at the Noble County 
Court House. Beatrice had seen it before and knew how 
to find it. The record was his discharge papers. I 
Will enclose a copy of it later. Among other things 
it stated that Gideon WIlberforce Cobb,Sr. had been 
born in Columbiana County,Ohio. We rejoiced over this 
clue to the past and began to think about a fun trip 
fonthatupartuot.0010. 


"Bea" also knew that our great aunt Susannah 
Adelle Cobbs Landis had become a D.A.R. She had seen 
the record once long ago, but she didn't know where 
to find it , and didn't know anyone who had a copy. 
She did tell me that our great aunt had lived in 
Chicago. I took hope in this information because I 
had supposed that she had held her membership in 
MidienatwaleVOOLeeLO, Lie wliLindgis ly. Ask. Lney could 
find nothing. But the lady who answered my letter 
told me how to write the National D.A.R. She said, 
“Sif-seVOUD aunt wiiasmever a D. ACR. at wit) be on re- 
cord there and you will be able to get a copy of the 
certificate." I wrote them and was overjoyed a few 
weeks later to receive a copy of the certification. 
For those of you who might want a copy I enclose 
the information that you will need. 


National Number- 254440 
Applicant's Name- Mrs. Susannah Adelle 
Cobbs Landis, wife of Orlie Daniel 
Landis 
Ancestor who served in the Revolutionary 
War- Thomas Terrell 
Date approved- July 25,1929 
Adaress: 
Record Copy 
Register General,NSDAR 
lid ORO Leet. Nw Ws 
Washington, D.C. 20006-5392 
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The information on the D.A.R record was meager 
but basic. At least we knew tie names and dates of 
Our ancestors to 1736, and we had some of th2 names 
of the sources where the information had been ob- 
tained. I spent a few afternoons in the Fort Wayne 
Library which is ranked third in the nation concern- 
liig 1ts genealogical department. I was able to con- 
firm some of the information in the D.A.R. record. 
This was encouraging. I found a lot of material 
about the Cobbs and Terrell f imilies. But there are 
ablotgo£t Cobbs inetheiUnited Statesfeabouty 75,000, 
and I would have to limit my sesearch. I set as a 
personalegoalthettracing of our branch of®*the Cobb 
family to their immigration from the old country, in 
our case England. 


One link in our chain of descent was weak, little 
information was found concerning our great,grea:, 
grandfather Pleasaiivc Cobb,Jr. We knew his name, where 
he was born, his wife's name, when they were married, 
and that they had at least one child- great grand- 
father Gideon W. Cobb,Sr. So we decided to go ahead 
With out plans to visit Columbiana County,Ohio. 


A genealogical search is like a treasure hunt with 
onhy sbittenandsprecessoGybhe\ (map. altiisithriklingyto 
hunt for and find the treasure. It was in September 
1986 that we took our trip. We planned a three day 
vacation. We took U.S.Route 3( from Fort Wayne. It 
runs directly to Lisbon,Ohio ‘he county seat of Col- 
umbiana County. We had all bern praying about this 
trip-Richard,Beatrice,Geraldi:e and I. The Lord 
spoke to me in the night shorily before we began our 
trip and said, “You will have a rough beginning, but 
a glorious finish." Before our trip was “over we were 
to have need of the encouragement of this word. 


Columbiana County lies along the Pennsylvania 
state line just a few miles from the top of West Vir- 
ginia where the two are bounded by the Ohio River. 
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As we neared our destination we were forced to take 

a detour. When we entered Columbiana County we were 
Tirana k escenasc cAmerica . (1 t\iwas> so-mold ing: that.d 
said, "I don't see how our ancestors could have made 
a living in so poor an agricultural area. We 

later found that the land was much better where our 
forefathers and mothers had lived. It was hard to 
express thestngil Tethatiwe felti at thinking, thats we 
were "walking" where our forbears had pioneered- 
lived,worked and worshipped, raised their children 
and died, and set in motion the chain of events that 
brought us to this place in 1986. We passed a beauti- 
ful old white wood-framed churcii with a cemetery to 
one side. The church had to be 100-150 years old. It 
had double entry doors as though for a separated con- 
gregation- women on one side, men on the other. It 
didn't say "“BriuendseChurch" on the bulletin board 

but we were sure that this had to be the church and 
cemetery of our ancestors. It was not so, but we 

were close. 


We went on to Lisbon arriving around 2:30 P.M. 
We secured motel rooms for the night and then found 
our way to the town library. We checked several 
sources. One was the Ohio census records. The ones 
for 1810 had been destroyed ina fire. Those of 1820, 
30 and 40 showed our ancestors as living in Columbi- 
ana County in Knox and Smith townships. In the early 
years only heads of households were listed. A little 
information but not a lot. We looked into cemetery 
records. We found where Pleasant Cobbs,Sr. and Plea- 
sant Cobbs,Jr. were buried, in the Gurney-Wilburite 
Friends Cemetery in Damascus,Ohio, in the north cen- 
tral part of the county. We checked marriage records 
and confirmed in part data we already had. We check- 
ed for genealogies of the Cobb family. There were 
none in that library. We checked old histories of 
the area. The Cobb family was mentioned. Birth and 
death records were not kept in the early days so 
nothing was to be found in that direction. We checked 
the book of Federal Land Grants For The State Of Ohio. 
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We struck pay dirt! We found that two land grants 
had been made to Pleasant Cobb or Cobbs. I am in- 
cluding the basic facts of tl.ese grants here. They 
were made out of the Federal Land Office at Steuben- 
Verte ,OnLO. 
Certificate #1702 to !'leasant Cobbs, Caroline 
County Virginia- dated Septe: ber 10,1805. Location- 
Renge 5, TOWNS ite tos, Section 2b2 Wenwsec tions ais’ a 
square mile.) 
Certificate #7152 to lleasant Cobbs, Columbi- 
ana County,Ohio- dated June :0,1819. Location- 
Range 5. Township 18, Section 36. 
Copies of Vand grants may be had by writing to 
U.S.Department of Interior 
Bureau of Land Management 
"C™ otreet between 18th & 19th Streets' 
Northwest 
Washington, D.C. 20240 
There is a small charge. 
We were overjoyed at this. It told us when and where 
our forefathers had first lived and established the 
fact that they were pioneers. 


Late in the afternoon of that first day we made 
a trip to” Damascus to look at the church and the 
cemetery. Damascus 1S a small town although still 
much alive. The church and cemetery were centrally 
located and the town sort of built around them. An 
Old Quaker Meeting House dated 1856 which had been 
turned into a sort of museum was beside the old 
cemetery. At the church which was ahout two blocks 
away the pastor came out to meet us. He was Rendel 
L. Cosand who was a native of that area, had been 
gone for. many years, and only recently returned. We 
told him the purpose of our visit. He said, "I don't 
know anything about the Cobb history and I don't 
know 1f the church has any revords, but they are 
several cobbs in our church. ‘*‘e are having a class 
party tonight and-if you woul like to go along 
with me I will introduce you o them."We were over- 
joyed to think that we would e meeting our kinfolk 
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who were both Cobbs and Christians. We said, "Yes, 
we would love to go with you. We will be at your 
nouset by 7:20;8Ntenory you! gol onuwithout sus" 


We returned to Lisbon, ate our supper and prepar- 
ed to return to Damascus. My wife Geraldine and I 
went alone as the Platts were too tired. We arrived 
at the parsonage*at 7:15, and rang the door bell. 
No one answered. We stayed around until 7:30- the 
time of the party, but no one showed up. Then it 
struck me, “Ohio time is one hour ahead of ours." 
We had not set our watches ahead. It was now 8:30 
P.M. We had missed the party and what we thought 
was a golden opportunity to fellowship with some rel- 
atives. I was disappointed and complained to the 
Lord? “Why ,§ Lond, idadn't you remindius,.of the diff- 
erance in time sooner?" We went back to our motel a 
little ‘down, bute sta lir hopeful’ forsethesmorrow,;, fox 
the Lord had promised us a “glorious finish". 


In the morning we went to the County Court House. 
We were especially interested in pinpointing where 
our ancestors had lived. We were graciously treated. 
Many people are unaware that government records are 
public records and available to all. We went to the 
maps and records department. We discovered that what 
had once been Columbiana County was changed in 1848 
and that our great,great,great grandfather's land 
grants were now located in Mahoning County, although 
the survey numbers were still the same. One of the 
workers there made us a copy of a map of the area of 
the two land grants. Another pinpointed for us where 
Pleasant,Sr. had purchased in 1829 a house in Damas- 
cus, and also where in 1846 our great grandfather 
Gideon,Sr. had purchased a house in Westville in 
1846 the year he married,and sold it in 1€"%1, probab- 
ly the year the Cobbs moved to Indiana. These things 
were determined by real estate transfers that had 
been recorded. 


At the Court House we also found the will of grand- 
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father Pleasant,Sr. with the names of his seven 
daughters and five sons. We also found the court 
administered estate record of Pleasant,Jr. who 
apparently died suddenly in {#41 just one year after 
his father. He had left no will. The court records 
showed no list of Pleasant Jr.'s children. We had 
made this trip especially to learn more about the 
younger Pleasant and had found very little. 


This was our last day for research. We planned to 
start home early the next morning. We went back to 
Damascus in the afternoon. We visited the sight 
where Pleasant,Sr. had lived wi “is wife Amy the 
cast years of his life. We retuzned to the church and 
parsonage which was about two tlocks away. The pastor 
was not at home. Again we felt a little disappoint- 
ment.* We had.as yet) meteno Cob orviCobbs. 


We decided to drive around aid check mail boxes 
and buildings for the name Cobbs. The area was most 
ly rural and small towns. We knew, of course the 
sections in which our ancestors had lived. We stopp- 
ed in Westville and took a picture where our great 
grandfather Gideon,Sr. had lived. The man who lived 
in the house claimed a little relationship to the 
Cobbs family. But in all our driving around we found 
no mail box, garage or barn where the name Cobb was 
displayed. But we did find Stanleys. We knew that 
the Cobbs and Stanleys had intermarried numerous 
times through the decades. So finally, we stopped at 
a Stanley house and enquired. I met an elderly 
gentleman 88 years old who knew something of the 
Cobbsijand, Stanheys,s butpnothing toihelp. us? wath 
our genealogy. He directed us toca Mr. é&)Mrs. Aw: 
Stanley who he said were Quakers and would know 
some of, the Cobbs. 


The A.C.Stanleys were very gracious to us and we 
enjoyed a short visit with them. They could not help 
us with our genealogy but they said, "We know a man 
who can help you. His mother was a Cobb and he is a 
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retired missionary and a pastor." Our time was runn- 
ing out. I thought, “This is it; it has to be!" 


We called ahead and asked permission to come. He 
met us at the door as though he had been anxiously 
Waiting for us. He was a delightful person and a de- 
voted Christian. He was a birthright Quaker and had 
been a missionary to the Indians of Alberta,Canada. 
He was now living in a retirement center in Sebring, 
Ohio, within a mile of where our great,great,great 
Grandfather Frreasant Cobb;ysr. Nad applied for a™~trand 
grant in 1805. His name was Rolland Smith. I said 
"our" grandfather. We were fourth cousins! And be- 
lieve it or not- he was in the midst of researching 
the Cobb* genéalogy-~ We had struck gold! 


Cousin Rolland had more information on the Cobbs 
family than any other source we had encountered. He 
did have what we were seeking about Pleasant,Jr. He 
told us of several of his sources including Hin- 
Sshawise Chronicles Ore ine Eriends, Church,ga complete 
record. He told us we could find this and more at 
Earlham College in Richmond,Indiana. (We visited 
there a few weeks later.) Brother Smith was also re- 
searching the Terrell Family, concerning Amy Terrell, 
Pleasant,Sr.'s wife, whose father Thomas Terrell was 
my great aunt's Revolutionary War ancestor and patri- 
Ot. “lt wasenGusd CODD. Since our visit Rollandthas 
corresponded with us and shared his work on the 
Terrell ‘family. 

As the time was growing late we could only visit 
with our cousin a little over an hour. We reluctantly 
left him, seturninge@ro oursmotel with joy,;7for the 
Lord had indeed given us a "glorious finish". 


This is a little insight into genealogical re- 
search and a few resources for studying the Cobb or 
Cobbs history. I did learn one thing: Peoples' mem- 
ories are not very reliable, not in our day. The 
written record is so important and even those are 
OGCaslonaLlly OfmeamLittle. 
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WHERE OUR ANCESTORS LIVED 
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THE NAME 


The origin of the Cobbs name cannot be determined 
without room for controversy. Since our roots are to 
be found in England some say it is of Anglo-Saxon 
origin, derived from the personal attribute "cuth- 
beald", meaning “famous and bold". From "cuthbeald" 
came "cobbold" and "cobbold" became "Cobb". 

There is a Simple theory that "Cobb" is derived 
from a common word "cobbie" or "cobbe" (as cobble- 
stone) meaning "the dweller near the rounded mass or 
LUMP oes 

There are those who say that the Cobb name is 
Judio-Christian in origin, an adaptation of the name 
"Jacob"- "Ja-cob" a kind of nickname. At least one 
Hollywood notable thought so. He changed his name 
from Lee Jacobs to Lee J. Cobb. The Biblical meaning 
of the name "Jacob" is either "may God protect" or 
"one who follows after". Perhaps it means something 
OofSboch. 


Of course I would prefer for it to have been de- 
ravedrtrom the Christianecaten., On coing 15 Sure: 
The Cobb or Cobvs name is an old and common name in 
English and American history, and all who bear this 
name share in a common origin. Sometimes this name is 
found with an "Ss" and sometimes not. This was true of 
our own branch of the family. great grandfather 
Gideon W. Cobbs,Sr. enlisted in the Civil War under 
the name "Cobb", but he was buried in 1912 under the 
name "Cobbs". Beatrice Cobb Platt says that our great 
grandfather added the "s" because he said, "There are 
so many of us." I use to argue vehemently that if 
there was no "s" on the name they were not related 
to me. But I have had to change my mind since then. 
Even the negroes with the name "Cobb" are related to 
us through the adoption of their owner's name during 
the time of slavery. And the U.S. Department of War 
makes no distinction between Cobb and Cobbs in the 
listing of veterans. 


Iz 


< i. ma | a : 
ay ities pains 4 


in ee a! ah ae 


4 - 7 
Dy 
{ coms. & & - 
¢ oa 
2 7 | Ltr. 
rah ae 


~aheda” ashen 
"Dhqadeh sie wort 


nota af “ado {mia 

9iddoo en) * a "giddoa* D160" 

20 2264 bebaor odd, 19Lfewd " ae 

ne 

ai saan ddéod any ‘geet YG6a onw 'g 

seen say to nottersis ns .alpiio of mpi: € 
ono fasol SA ,ompatoto to bald # “dod-6h" 

omen @te bepaailts eH .o2 tnpvodd videion teow 

parinsem (oa tieie ee? .idod .t sed of ata 


20, "Josdomy bow yam” sofzte sl *doost" 
avidjeonoa engem J7 egeried .*199%6 oroten wea 


a 
-2) tes sw6r 62 Ji 102 19t8etq Bivow £ setuon ah : 

‘91ve ef poids oO .diist asiselidd of) mor 
ai ema Apemo2 bis blo fs el amen Sudod! so ddd s 
sidt weed ow ffs bua \¥soteid aepitemA Bas fed 

#i anes atid som! tomoa .niphio nemmes « al oie Smen 

10 9029 aGW'ZlAT .Jon eomitomoa bas *e" ne dod bay 

2 JedisIbaer1y inary -Vilast od? te donsud awe : 
obit 3eW Livio ad¢ af besaiine .42,addo3 iW nosbio 

eit aeGeg S401 ni belxtd aaw od tad ,"“ddod" sen sz 

yeetn we Salt eyse 4tet9 dedod ep iagson ."addo9* omen 

226 exett ~bkse of seusgsd "2" eds Bobbe torts IABI_ 

Lt tate Ulteonetsy sopis oF eae Tu" ven 4 Yiem oe 
SeIElay PO Otow yeds owen sds ao “2" on 2aw axons) 
t3dy sonia Baim xn spasd> oF Sef aver Tt Jud Lom oF 
d betetey ane *ddo0" sane ott calv aesoxpen ed neva 

oakeah aman B* yapwo oe 190 notigoba efd mpvotnds en 4 
16W 2o JHeMe SYS .2.U aft BAA V¥ESVBLe 320 omid end 
of’ of enteag es édog asewsed qolinnitelb om asxtam 
isasissev to eaiseky 


si 


WHAT'S IN A *’AME? 
-written for a Cobbs reun.on by the author 


A name is a name, is a name! 
Its meaning is never the same; 

To some it spells fortune and fame, 
To otlie@rs it only means shame. 


A name is something to answer, 
When someone says,"Who are You?" 

It divides one man trom another 
Under the sun and the blue. 


A name is something that's given, 
A beginning one does not choose; 
Some name will mark us forever, 
It is one thing you cannot lose. 


We know Adam, Moses and Jesus, 
And Washington and Linclon too; 
But what will the name of Cobb mean 
When your life in this world is through? 


We do not ask the imvossible, 

For changes a price must be paid, 
But we need you to improve on 

The foundation already laid. 


What's in a name? Alvays the same, 
And yet it is ever anew; 

BY WOrk, DV uwhla PVs tai tb, by .grace 
We can add to its 1eaning too. 


What's in a name yout ask me. 
I-W1L1l tell evyeu th: »bestieh:ican; 

Tt iS «alk our .forbea:smade iti; 
The character of woman and man. 


It is all the good and the evil 
That each from his own birth had done; 
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We can add to anu change its meaning, 
As the course of this life is run. 


What's in the name you are making, 
For your children born and unborn; 
What sort of badge will you give them 

Their eternal souls to adorn? 


We might not make it great, 
But we can make it good. 


The Cobb name is not a famous name in the English 
speaking world, but it is well-known. The name cannot 
be traced to royalty as such, but the bloodlines cross 
with that of several kings including the admirable 
King Edward I of England. But there were outstanding 
men and women by the name of Cobb in the history of 
early Americans. Among these were: 


Jesse Cobb(1727-1807), a wealthy farmer in North 
Carolina. He was a captain in the Revolutionary War 
and served under General Washington at Valley Forge. 


Stephen Cobb(1735-1785), from Bertie County, North 
Carolina. He was one of the wealthiest farmers in the 
StateweHe eventtauly owned (5, 92Q,aecres of land .and wan 
iron foundry. He also was a captain in the Revolut~ 
ionary War. 


David Cobb(1748-1830), of Massachusetts. He was an 
aide de camp to General Washington and eventually be- 
came a Brigadier General. He also served as Lieuten- 
ent Governor of his state. 


Thomas H. Cobb( ?- 1830), a resident of Georgia. 
He was a noted jurist, a Judge of the Superior Court, 
a Member of Congress and a United States Senator. 
Cobb County,Georgia was named after him. 


Howell Cobb(1815-1868), born in Georgia. He was 
active in politics serving as representative to Con- 
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gress,Speaker of the House,Secretary of the Treasury 
under President James Buchanan and Governor of Georgia. 
He helped to organize the Confederate States of Amer- 
ica and became a Major General in the Confederate 
Army. 

Rufus Willis Cobb(1815-1863), of Alabama. He was a 
lawyer,soldier and politician. He was a Captain in 
the Confederate Army, served is President of the State 
Senate and later as the Gover ior of the State of Ala- 
bama. 

Cyrus Cobb(1834-1903) and )Jarius Cobb(1834-1919), 
twin brothers of Malden,Mass. They were both noted 
painters and both served in the Union Army in tiie 
Civil War. Cyrus was honored for his paintings "Jesus 
Condemned" and "Warren At The Old South," Darius 
forme‘ Christ Beforemra late"rsand *:For, Their, Sakes". 
Cyrus was also a designer and lawyer and Darius a 
Singer,poet and lecturer. 


There were 33 Cobbs in the Revolutionary War and 
a great host in the Civil War including our own 
great grandfather Gideon W. Cubbs,Sr. I am only go- 
ing to mention two or three Cobbs who made a name 
for themselves in this century. 


Irvin S. Cobb(1876-1944), born in Paducah,Kentucky. 
He was a well-known humorist,rovelist and part time 
actor: 


Tyrus Raymond Cobb(1886-1961),born at Narrows, 
Georgia. Although not the most popular baseball play- 
er in the world, perhaps the greatest of all time. 
His life-time records which fcr the most part still 
stand include: Highest lifetime batting average- 
.367; most years leading in batting-12; most years 
batting .300 or more; most hits-4191(broken recently 
by Pete Rose); most runs-2244; most stolen bases- 
892. He was nominated to the Faseball Hall of Fame 
pig) te S/Si st 


Elaine Cobb( ?- 1970), bor. in Oregon and raised 
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in Boston. She was a socialite, opera singer and’ 
journalist. She sang under the name "Corbina", tak- 
ing this as her first name. She married millionaire 
William Wright who lost his millions in the crash of 
1929. She sang at supper clubs’ for $3,000 a week; 
served as hostess of the Waldrof Astoria Hotel and 
worked as a journalist for William Randolph Hearst, 
the newspaper magnate. She covered such events as the 
wedding of the Duke of Windsor and Wallis Simpson, 
and the marriage of Prince Phillip of Greece to the 
then Princess Elizabeth of England, now Quee:, .liza- 
beth II. For 20 years she ran a continuing society 
column for the Hearst Newspapers. 


This is just a few of the Cobbs who have achieved 
some recognition in the world. I am sure that some have 
been neglected. And we cannot always depend upon the 
world to recognize greatness when they see it. I want 
to stress in this writing the pioneer, the dreamer, 
the ordinary hard worker without whom the United 
Staves would motabeswhat "rt is “today. This ‘ndtion is 
great because it iS a government of the people, for 
the people and by the people. And our religious faith 
is great for the same reasons. It depends upon the 
common man. We have not depended too much upon great 
leaders. Our greatness did not come from royal blood 
or inherited privileges. It has consistently sprung 
from the common people. Concerning the immediate an- 
cestors and descendents of Gideon W. Cobbs,Sr. they 
were for the most part farmers with the love of the 
soil in their souls. And they are not to be disdain- 
ed. Abraham Lincoln is reported once as having said, 
"God must have loved the common people because he 
made so many of them." 


This writing is especially dedicated to common 
Cobbs who have loved their God and their countrv 
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THE BEGINNING OR L?.ND HO!" 


It is well documented that Joseph Cobb (1588-1653) 
was the first Cobb to come to America. And he was 
the father of our branch of the Cobb family. He came 
to the "New World" in 1613 on the British ship Treas- 
ULGY aS recorded ons her passengeme isti whichis still 
available. He landed in the vicinity of the Jamestown 
settlement along the James River in the Virginia 
Colony. 

There were other Cobbs wiio came to America as early 
settlers and I am going to list those who are docu- 
mented. 


Ambrose Cobb (1603-1656*) Th: * indicates an aprox- 
amate date. He arrived in Virgi ia in about 1630. Ship 
unknown. 


Henry Cobb (1605*-1679) He ci.me to America on the 
Anne or Mayflower JI in 1629 and became a part of the 
Plymouth Settlement in the Mass. Bay Colony. 


Augustine Cobb (1631-1714). He came to America a- 
bout 1657 and settled in the area of Tauton, Mass. 
Ship unknown. 


Thomas Cobb (1630*-1707). He arrived in America 
about 1685 and settled in Boston, Mass. Ship unknown. 


All of the above came from England and it is well- 
established that they were in America at about the 
time the dates indicate. There are several books on 
the genealogies of the early Cobbs. Among these I 
am indebeted to two by John E. Cobb.Col. USA (ret.): 

COBB AND COBBS, EARLY VIRGINIANS, Copyright 1977 
by the Durant Publishing Company 1208 Tatum Court, 
Alexandria ,, Nir di.nia, 22307 . 

COBB CHRONCILES, AN OVERVIEW OF THE CLAN, copy- 
right by the author 1985; publishers same as above. 
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It 1S not known just why Joseph Cobb came to Ameri- 
ca while it was still a barbaric wilderness. Perhaps 
for wealth or adventure. It was very unlikely that it 
was for religious freedom. The Virginia Coloiiy was a 
Crown Colony of England and the Church of England was 
its religion. We shall see later some of the persecut- 
ion of our ancestors for supporting a different faith. 
Joseph was either brave or fool hardy. He apparently 
came to the new world at the age of 19 without wife or 
relative. It was in the area of the Jamestown Settle- 
ment on the James River that he came in 1613, six 
years after the settlement had been founded and seven 
years before the landing of the Pilgrims at Plymouth. 
Those who came to Virginia at this time found the 
Jamestown Settlement deserted and in a shambles,wiped 
out by disease, fire and the Indians. I write this to 
show you that our father Joseph was indeed a pioneer. 


Joseph came to America without a land grant which 
waS more or less common in the early days. There was 
plenty of land to live on. It is believed that he re- 
turned to England in 1623 and brought back a wiie, 
Elizabeth Flinton(1598*-1656), the last name cannot 
be fully ascertained. He also brought back two sons 
and four servants. To encourage immigration the Eng- 
lish government gave fifty acres of land for every 
paid passage to the new world. Cobb's grant was 
finally made official on August 4,1637(Virginia Land 
Patent Book I, Part II), described thus: 


"400 acnea in a baanch of the Wanwiak- 
Agueke River now called New Haven /ownl Laten 
named Paoan Caeek/ partin fis 8 from the lands 
of John Vaalen, aouthenly and weatenly unto 
the wooda and eantenly upon aaid caeek, due 
fon the adventune of himself, wife Eliguccith, 
two aona Joseph and Benjamin Cobbs and tnana- 

ontation of the foun aenvanta Iantin Doublin, 


Don Norton, gon Manley and Jane Cook." 
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This land was located in what is now Isle of Wight 
County about fifteen miles from what was the James- 
town Settlement. Lt was. also «:lose. to the, Old Brick 
Church, une, f hbret Anglican, Chi neha huidtedan Virginia 
in about 1632. Joseph was a respected citizen of the 
area but never could be callea more than a modest 
planter. He never accumulated much wealth as is re- 
vealed by his last will and testament which is re 
corded in the Isle, of Wight.County Book I, page. 520 
as follows: 


"Thia ia the Laat Will and Teatament of me, 
Jgoreph Cobbs, age sixty yearns of age on thene- 
abouta. 1 do bequeath unto my beloved wife 
Elizabeth Cobba, one pancel of land containing 
three hundned acner of Land on theneabout, 
commonly called Goore Hill Land. And funthen 
I do bequeath unto my well beloved wife all 
moveablea that ane upon the land, aa cattle 
[ono aay), aeventeen head of cowa and yearlings 
and thnee calves, with hogga youn and old, 
thinty two on there about. Paovided ahe doer 
marry, ye aaid childaen that ane Left ahall 
have each a child’a prope rttton, and ao to be 
divided between them. Beriamin Cobbs, one ned 
cow and calf, And funthe: I do bequeath to 
my aon Phanoah Cobbs, one cow and hen calf, 
ned. And funthen Tago begseath unto my 
daughten éClizabeth Cobba, one black cow and 
and one mee yearling. PACA wCA my Laat Will 
and /eatament, now Living at the mency of 
God on my death bed. Aa witnesaa my hand thia 
Laat day of Manch, Anno Dom 1653-54." (aie) 

Joseph JS. Cobbal Seal) 
Signed, Sealed and Deliv ‘n ye presence of 
ua, Joseph Dunn, Jno. Chi'da. 


During the next hundred yeais many of the Cobbs 
migrated into North Carolina and Georgia and West- 
Ward into Tennessee, but it is fairly certain that 
our branch of the family strayed no further than 
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just across the border into Northampton County North 
Carolina. Not very much is known of the next three 
generations by this writer nor any other that I have 
read. We do have a few vital basic facts which seem 
to be reliable, as follows: (our direct ancestory) 


Pharoah(1635-1701), son of Joseph and Elizabeth 
FlintoaCobbs, married a woman by the name of Ann. No 
last name is known. Only one child is known, Joseph. 


Joseph Cobbs(1680-1725*) married Susannah Braswell* 
of Northampton County, N.C. Their children are listed 
as three sons: Benjamin,Joseph and Robert. 


Robert Cobbs(1707-1767) married Mary Deberry of 
Northamption, N.C. Their children are listed as Robert. 
Jane,Ella,Bella,John,Absolem, Priscilla,Sarah,Jesse* 
and Stephen*. The latter two were mentioned before 
concerning their service in the Revolutionary War. 


Robert Cobbs( ?-1811 or 12) He married Mary 
Terrell’ ‘of Caroline) County, Virginia. October) 12,1755. 
At the time of the marriage Robert is listed as 
being from Bedford County,VA. 


And so our line of descent in'America to this 


point would be: Joseph,Pharoah,Joseph,Robert and 
RobertJr. 
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THE QUAKER Ct NNECTION 


Pat .oeCVOCTMmanGOOd DOLCI ONO clLs Writing CO 
the Cobb's connection to the Quaker faith because 
Por at least [U0tvears and most, of tour, generations 
Our particular branch of the Cobb family was Quaker, 
and because their faith and way of life figured so 
much in the development of the freedoms and oppor- 
tunities of the Common man in our United States. 

It is my observation that the Quaker faith represent- 
ead the ultimatcesinsreligqgious freedom, and political 
and economic individualism as the Christian faith 
has ever produced. It was indeed a pioneer faith. 


The Quaker faith in England began as a movement 
with the preaching of George Fox in 1647. Historians 
of the Friend's Church consider the Quaker faith an 
outgrowth of the Protestant movement taken to its 
rational conclusion. As the Protestants rejected the 
authorityof the organized Church and Papacy, so the 
Quakers rejected the authority of the Scriptures and 
the Ordained Ministry. Their authority for faith and 
practice lay in the inspiration and guidance of the 
Inner Light, the Eternal Word of God, the image of 
God within man. Theirs was a very personal faith, 
but one that nevertheless bound them together as a 
Gnute lh. 


It the Puritans were persecuted by the Church of 
England which was dominated b: the Roman Catholic 
hierarchy, the Quakers much m:re. They were perse- 
cuted by } RomaneCatholics,sno the Protestants. 

And this was true in the Amer can colonies in all but 
tiny Rhode Island where there was religious freedom 
indeed. Quaker missionaries c.me to America between 
tojOmand. |b DO uDrODaAbD lL VvdSecaulousuibeot the Short. reign 
of Parliament under the Protectorate of Oliver Crom- 
Solas Ol. JpOUL tod /gungil walter hisgdeathaing 1458. 
Cromwell promoted or at least took advantage of the 
various movements for religious freedom in England. 
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The Cobb connection with the Quaker faith came 
through the Terrell family. We have already seen that 
Robert Cobbs married Mary Terrell in 1755. She was 
already a Quaker and it is quite certain that her an- 
cestors were Quakers from the beginning of the move- 
ment in England. Mary Terrelli's immigrant ancestors 
were William and Susannah Waters Terrell. Both were 
born in England, William in 1629 and Susannah in 1639. 
No record of the dates of their deaths is available. 


In the Compendium Of American Genealogy William 
Terrels Seintlopacione co ot. Pall Ss Parts, Hanover, 
County,Virginia is listed as 1650. It was reported 
that because of the persecution of the Quakers in 
ENGTOnNGs Cidtebiem fetter rs Wwenl*rirst tO .freland. and 
then to America. As to genealogy theré is a long line 
of descent which is accepted by the Order of the 
Crown of England which connects the Terrell family 
to much of the Royalty of England. See also Richmond, 
Wrlltameatdet tmociverer Cell, COLON, al Virginians, by 
Celeste Jane Terrell Barnhart, 1934. 


In connection with the Protectorate of Oliver Crom- 
well in England there was a short period of relative 
religious freedom in America when the House of Burgess 
in Virginia was led by a Puritan. It was during this 
time that the Quakers and the Terrels took root inthe 
Virginia Colony. There is every reason to believe 
that the Quaker faith continued and grew in the Terrell 
family. Very few records of the Quaker Meetings are 
available before 1740, but after that there are many. 

A few other records are available. 


In the William and Mary Quarterly, a publication 
by the college of the same name, founded in 1693, 
dated ? there is the following notation: 

"There were two sisters, Anne and Agatha Chiles, 
supposed to have been the daughters of Henry Chiles 
who married two brothers, Henry and David Terrell, 
Sons sor Wiliam and Susannah Terrell. 
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Then follows a List of children and grandchildren. 
Only one child is mentioned corcerning David and 
Agatha Terrell. David and a second wife (name unknown) 
had several children, one also by the name cf David. 
Henry and Anne Terrell also had several children, one 
whose name was Henry. Now it is quite positive that 
David and Henry Terrell were anong the founders of the 
Cedar Creek Meeting House of tle Quakers in Caroline 
County,VA. which began in 1739-40. They are listed in 
their minutes. What is not cer‘.ain is whether they 
were sons of William and Susan:.ah Terrell or grandsons. 
It seems more likely that they were grandsons by the 
time span that is involved. For if Mary Terrell who 
married Robert Cobbs was born in 1738 or thereabouts 
and her forefather William Terrell was born in 1629 
there had to be at least two generations between them. 


Following are some excerpts from the Cedar Creek 
Meeting House of the Quakers about David and Henry 
Ti Ggar Cals: 

1739/40 Jan.19- David signec first membership 
certificate recorded in these minutes. 

1739 July 8- Henry contributed 9" 2 toward the 
building of Cedar Creek Meeting House. 

1739 July 8- David contributed 9" 2 toward the 
building of Cedar Creek Meeting House. 

1741 April 7- David and Henry mentioned as being 
of Caroline County,Virginia. 

1748 May 9- Henry and his signed this book as 
token they were Friends and members of this monthly 
meeting. 

1748- David and his family signed this monthly 
meeting book as token they were Friends of this 
monthly meeting. 

It is clear that DavidJand Henry .were very close, 
either brothers or cousins and when we get to the 
Marriage of Pleasant Cobb, and Amy, Terrell they were 
cousins being grandchildren of David and Henry 
Terrell. They were married in .785. 


The occasion of the Cobbs be :oming Quakers is the 
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courtship and marriage of Robert Cobb and Mary Terrell, 
married October 12,1755. Robert Cobb is the only Cobb 
mentioned in the early records of the Friend's Church. 
He was probably the only Cobb converted to the Quaker 
faith from his generation. Following are some of the 
entries in the Cedar Creek Monthly Meeting Book con- 
cerning Robert Cobb and Mary Terrell: 

1755, September 13- Milley,Mary and Sarah(Terrell) 
signed Women's Monthly Meeting Book as a token they 
were members. I believe that they were birthright 
Quakers and this was a kind of confirmation ritual. 

1755. (APMadeelk2ZseRobent? (Cobbs!) Bedford eCounty.;! -re-= 
quested to come under the care of this monthly meeting. 
Received by request. 

1755, October 12- Robert(Cobbs) married in a public 
meeting of Friends, Marry Terrell, daughter of David 
Terrell of, Caroline Caunty ; 


It should be noted that in the early days of the 
Friend's Church it was forbidden to marry outside of 
themftauth-y Did yRobentiiconvert ijusti tocmarny?! Ttinirs 
possible for he seems to have remained a member only 
twelve years. Following are the last records of both 
Robert and Mary in the Friend's Monthly Meetings: 

1765, April 13- Robert (Cobbs)under the care of 
--- this monthly meeting. (This was a disciplinary 
action. ) 

1765, December 14- Robert condemned for non- 
attendance. 

1767, June- Robert, Caroline County, disowned. 

1767, July- Mary disowned. 

It is not known for what reason Robert lost interest 
in the Quaker faith. It might have been connected 
with an interest in the coming war, about ten years 
ahead. There is an interesting entry in the records 
of the Cedar Creek Monthly Meeting- 

1781, September- David, son of Robert(Cobbs) Car- 
Oline County, disowned, having married contrary to 
discipline and having been active in military ser- 
vice. 1781 marked the end of the revolutionary war. 
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It was not easy to be a Quaker, a member of the 
Friend's. Church,.for there some strict rules within 
the fold and persecutions from without. The Quakers 
were persecuted by the state and the state church 
for some of their stands. 

1. A Quaker could not bear arms against a fellow- 
man for any; reason, 

2. A Quaker could not swear with an oath as a wit- 
uess in a court of law, as an office holder, or concern- 
ing ae Contract. 

a. After 1776 a Quaker could not hold slaves or 
engage in any way in the slave trade. 

4. A Quaker believed in and supported freedom of 
religion and in many cases refused to pay the church 
tax imposed and collected by :he state to support 
tner Church of bngland.. Follow ng are a few entries in 
the monthly meeting records o: the Friends. 

1742, June 14- Henry and Divid(Terrell) of Caroline 
County suffered seizure of property for their refusal 
to pay priest's wages. 

1744, May 14- David and Heiry(Terrell)suffered 
seizures of property for milisia fines and church 
rates. 

1755, November 8- David,Jr.(Terrell)suffered seiz- 
ULeG- OL "DE CpeELCcy. 


The Quakers were also persecuted by other Christ- 
ian faithsas heretics for som? of their doctrines 
and practices. 

1. For the Quakers there W?re@€no sacraments in 
their worship: No baptism, no Lord's Supper, no 
ordained ministry. 

2. For the Quaker the inward witness held an 
authority over or above Bible and Church. 

3. For the Quaker plain dress,plain speech, and 
plain living were symbols of a dedicated life. These 
invited ridicule and persecution. In the Mass. Colony 
four persons were hanged for heresy. 


And there were rules within the Friend's Church 
that were not easy to keep and disciplines that 
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grated against natural inclinations. 

1. A Quaker was required to live in peace and unity 
with his fellow-Friends. 

2. A Quaker was required to live an exemplary life 
aSfaecuristian. 

3. A Quaker could not marry without the faith. 

Note the following disciplining of members by wie 
monthly meeting. 

1754, June 8- Henry Jr.(Terrell)son of David, under 
care of the monthly meeting- condemned for misconduct 
andmaccs (7). 

1756, April 10- Henry(Terrell) son of David, under 
care of monthly meeting for non-attendance. 

1756,November 11- Henry(Terrell)son of David, Caro- 
line County disowned. 

Later Henry was put back under the care of the monthly 
meeting and still later restored. 


Even though Robert and Mary Terrell Cobbs ceased to 
be members of the Friends' Church in Caroline County 
it is not known for sure if they were restored at a 
later date elsewhere. We do not have an adequate list 
of Robert and Mary's children, but I believe that the 
following were theirs: David,Pleasant,Judith,Agatha, 
Lewis,Samuel and Rhoda. After Robert and Mary were 
disowned in 1767 David was disowned as was Judith and 
Agatha, and Lewis was denied membership. At a later 
date Rhoda is listed as being restored. Pleasant or 
Pleasants is the only child that we can be sure re- 
mained faithful to the Quaker faith. He was my great 
grandfatherthree times removed. He was born in 1760 
and given the name of a Quaker Preacher by the name 
of Pleasants. This name is also found in the Terrell 
family. And it should be noted that he, as his fath- 
er before him married into the Terrell family who 
seemed to be very staunch Quakers. Pleasant married 
Amy or Amey Terrell, born in 1766, daughter of Thomas 
Terrell and Rebecca Peatros on June 15,1785 in the 
Cedar Creek Meeting House. Following is a recorded 
account of this marriage in their books. 
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MARRIAGE OF PLEASANT COBB AND AMY TERRELL 


Wheneara Pleanant Cobb, acn of Robent Cobb, of 
Cuavline county, and Amy Jerneld, daughten of 
lhomaa lennell, of aaid county, having publLiahed 
thein intention of taking each othen in manncage, 
befone aerenal flonthly Meetings of the people call- 
ed Quakena, according to the good onden used amon 
them, whose proceedings thenein, aften delibenate 
conaidenation, waa appaoved by the aaid fleetinga, 
they appeaned clean of all othena, and having con- 
aent of panenta, and othen Fraienda conceaned. Now 
theae ane to ceatify all whom it may concean, that 
fon the funthen accompliahment of thein intentiona, 
thia (5th day of the 6th month, /785, they the said 
Pleaaant Cobb and Amey Tennell, appearing tn a pub- 
Lic aaaembly of the said people, met togethen at 
thein public Meeting House ir Canoline ountyl Vin. / 
and in a aodemn mannen he, the aaid Pleasant Cobb, 
did take the said Amey Tennell by the hand and did 
openly declane aa followeth: “Fatenda, you are my 
witneasea that IL do thia day take thia, My Faiend, 
Amey fennell, to be my wife, pnomiaing with divine 
aaatatance, to he unto hen a taue and faithful 
huaband until death shall aepunate ua.” (On wonda to 
the Like effect) /hen and there fimey declaned aa 
followeth: “Fnienda, you ane ny witneaaea, that yi 
do thia day take my Faiend. + leasant Cobb, to be my 
Auaband, promlatng with divinz aaraiatance, to be 
unto hima tnaue and faithful wife until death ahall 
Aepanate ua.” (On wonda to that punpore/ tnd the 
aaid Pleasant Cobb and Amey hia Bee an funthen 
confinmation, did then and thene to those presenta 
net thein hands, ashe aaaumed hia name Cobb, and we 
whore namera ane heneunto auacnibed, being present 
at the aolemnizgation of thein aaid manniage and 
aubacniption, and aa witneane have heneunto aet 
oun hands the day and dace waitten above. 

Pleaaant Cob 
Amey Cobb 
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WITNESSES: 


Nancy Hunnicutt, Cliza Cheadle, Rebecca /ennell 
Pleasant /ennell, Millicent McGhee, 

Rhoda fennell, Many fennell, Agatha Cobb, 
Rachael Moorman, Jamer Batea, framiere Cheadle, 
Rebecca Winaton, Clank 7. Noonman, 
Samual Winaton, Nancy Maegey, Matthew P. Tenneld, . 
Nathan Winaton, Nancy Batea, lhomar Jennedld, 

Samuel Cobb, Yor. Hunnicutt, Mantha Winaton, 
Jonathan lennell, Lewia Cobb. 


It was this Thomas Terrell, the father of Amy, who 
in-spite-of his being a Quaker and opposed to bearing 
arma, waS counted as a patriot in the Revolutionary 
War. And he was deemed so in part by furnishing supplies 
for the American cause. This record was certified: 


Caroline ucvoper 4,176). ") do -certréy 
that I have received of Thomas Terrell 
three beaves adjudged to weigh seven 
hundred pounds, collected by order of his 
Excellency Thomas Nelson,Jr., for the use 
of the Army. 

1907) GSS moe Oy Ls 

John Garlick. 


fInis is accreditedq with the National DARK "No, "38-83-31. ) 
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THE EXODU : 


tie migration of the Cobbs ind other Quakers to 
Ohio from Virginia was a part f a much larger move- 
ment. Howard Brinton in his bock Friends For 300 Years, 
published by Pendle Hill Quakeibacr,1965, says, 

"Almost all the Quakers left Georgia and South Car- 
Olina. Great numbers left North Carolina and Virginia 
Was so depleted that the Virginia Yearly Meeting was 
laid down after it had existed for almost a century 
erica Wi celerec 
And it was an exodus on behalf of religious freedom 
and a society free from slavery. 


Even after the Revolutionary War and the freeing 
of the Colonies from English rule the slave trade and 
the persecution of the Quakers continued in Virginia. 
In i787 an ordinance was passed by the Continental 
Congress setting up regulations for the settlement 
of tne Northwest Territory. Here was 2 piece of 
leyiciation that Daniel Webster declared to be- 


"The most liberty loving document ever written in 
human HEStOLY esell doubts heysazd, i*ifeany%law-or*law- 
giver, ancient oc modern , has produced wlfects cé 
NOLS» che etme wl vehand giast gueacharse Ctersthaf the -Ordr- 
NICS Ore Sy, 0" 


It Gecliared for a fundamental freedom of religious 
VSL Se) tie Com ht ee ae tie Ties Pads he Besaie yy ° oT: 
account of 11S mcd of worsnip:” Then came the blow 


to,hnmansbondage ~oiNentherishal. sthere  *besslavery 
nor involuntary servitude withii the territory." 


Ohio was a pa:t of the North est Territory. It was 
in Ohno *thae the ‘Ouakers were tt. first find sa kind 
of Land of Canaan. Here in 1803 Dhio became the first 
state in the Union to be legally slave-free. Indiana 
and Jllinois were to follow but both of them petit- 
ioned Congress to be listed as slave holding states. 


2 


6. ee 

ot wba 4 = d SM ORE } 
3 Adve Se sipiouby: is 
nisviY bee, sailors) dat 
aw potseem ¢¥liseY 
yisne> & dRomts 10d 6 


washset? auvoipiiet oy 


oeiiege22 and bite” & 
6 herd svele ang of a 
ladiprtv ai bavet “a29%600 ond to 4 a 1308 Stag 
Iainenistngd ang wd Gaze cg aw eomemt oe Ming vave af i 
jnomalijeoe BHF AOD BSnoltstups1 qi Paes 10D 
to so0fq 6 Bow Hrell .y10ocexaST™ 
~at of be16lsob ipineaw fathad se'2 


, thed Tend mos" 


i negdiaw weve taemezoh poivedl ytieds Ate ene? 
{ 10 wst yas 22" Hier af "\sduos ft G aid mom 
39 etuolis heswbow e6¢ . wisbow So BAStoas sevig iy 

O19 eds dadd wires Ady or ivesd bNG aye as ah: Fae 
mw fatL to sonen | 


aucipifey ¥o gebeo:)? Letnemsbant & 403 beveloob 3st 
mm" .&i6e@. 88 %ebe eaten teh 2 C7 rio o4"% .gtieacoy 4 
wold of? omen GatT *.qesieuow 10 sbom iu 2 JINHGI96 
yiovela od sted? .tcde isizieK” - 9pabaod osmd oF ; 
'.yuosiaasd ent sidtiw ebudivies Any eee Ra lh 


iw 3 -yuos isa? dae daxed od? to! Jing & Sew ‘otdo- 
batX s boty #@3k3 02 ouse etedsuO eft Aadd olAO mE 
1:2 od amened bd 208! mi e19h .me6ABD 20 bed Qe 
si5100l .gett-svela qilepel ed of nolaU Sf4 nf sdsde 
~iitj3oq medt to tied gad ne Coats oJ 9130 sionitt! bas 
ueijcda paibsed svete ea Beoeit as ot @aerp109, pret 


es 


MER sm 


+N Henne ee 


Congress refused the request upon the basis that’ 
they were being carved out of the Northwest Terri- 
toryecnec nad been declared slave tree. 


In 1805 my great,great,great grandfather Pleasant 
Cobbs,Sr. visited the new state of Ohio just across 
the Ohio River at the top of what is now West Vir- 
ginia. He was spying out the land, so to speak. 

There in that year he applied for a land grant in 
Columbiana County. The price was $2.00 per acre. 

He later released his claim upon this land to Charles 
Wilson. This land was the SE 4% of Section 28, Range 5, 
Township 28. 

In 1810 the following action is Poeeroe in the 
minutes of the Cedar Creek Monthly Meeting of the 
Friends’ Church ‘in Caroline County,Virginia: 

1810, April 14- Pleasant(Cobb) and wife Amy and 
children: Rebeca,Mary,Rhoda,Abigail,Elizabeth, 
Pleasant,Joseph,Ansalem,Amy,Joanna and Robert Vinenor, 
granted a certificate of transfer to Salem Meeting 
in Ohio. (about to move) 

And on August the 14,1810 this family was received 
into the Salem Monthly Meeting in Salem,Ohio, record- 
ed in their minutes of that date. Thomas, another 
child of Pleasant,Sr. and Amy was not on this list. 
He was already married and had established a separ- 
ate household. They also moved to Columbiana County, 
and joined the Salem Monthly Meeting. 


Apparently the Cobb family never moved onto the 
Jand grant appited for “in” 1805 having "already sre-— 
linquished it to Charles Wilson. I-suspect that the 
Cobb family was not financially able to handle the 
cost. Perhaps they did not receive as much for 
their properties in Virginia as they had anticipat- 
ed. An entry in the court records of Columbiana 
County shows that Pleasant purchased a piece of 
property in Range 1,Twp.17,Section 1 in 1810 the 
year they moved to Ohio. But the land that was tc 
figure in the Cobb history for many years was pur- 
chased™’in I8T1-in Range+5,Twpelv;Section 1. 
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This was adjoining the little town of Westville on 
the southeast and along what is now Route 62. It was 
in Knox Township about three miles from Damascus and 
ten miles from Salem. Then in 1819 Pleasant purchas- 
ed a Federal Land grant in an adjoining section in 
Smith Township. 


Although the Cobbs belong: d to the Salem Monthly 
Meeting they attended a hous: of worship in Upper 
Springfield, later called Da:ascus. It was establish- 
ed in 1807. It did not becom: a separate Monthly 
Meeting until 1836. In the h story of the Friends' 
Church in this area Pleasant Cobb,Sr. is listed as 
a pioneer and builder of the church. The land that 
Pleasant and Amy moved onto in 1811 was virgin land 
as to ownership, a part of the vast wilderness of 
the Northwest Territory. As late as 1795 twelve nat- 
ions of the Indians still lived in Ohio, although 
they were being steadily pushed west. The Quakers 
were concerned for the plight of the Indians, treat- 
ed them as brothers and interceded for them in Con- 
gress. 


I am going to take a little time to look at the 
problem of intermarriage among the Quakers. Since 
they were forbidden to marry outside their church 
they often by necessity married relatives. Some- 
times there were not very many choices and that 
seemed to be especially true after they migrated to 
Ohio. I am going to show you how the Cobbs and the 
Stanleys intermarried in one generation. These be- 
low are all Pleasant and Amy's children. 

In 1808 Thomas T.Cobb married Martha Stanley, 
daughter of Littlebury and Agness Stanley. 

In 1811 Rhoda Cobb married James Stanley, son 
of Thomas and Unity Stanley. 

In 1812 Abigail Cobb married Joseph Stanley, son 
of Thomas and Unity Stanley. 

In 1813 Elizabeth Cobb married Benjamin Stanley, 
son of Thomas and Unity Stanly. 

In 1813 Mary Cobb married :olomon Stanley, son of 
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Littlebury and Agness Stanley. 
someone wrote a letter to Friends back in ieee 

ia in those days including a little verse about a 
plague of squirrels;and the Stanleys. 

"The squirrels got the corn, 

And the Stanleys got the Cobbs.“ 
In my inquiry about the Cobbs and the Stanleys I 
was informed that in past years the Cobbs and the 
Stanleys held joint reunions with as many as 500 in 
attendance. 


Amy Terrell Cobb died on May 8,1839 at the age of 
71; Pleasant Cobb,Sr. died on September 18,1840 at 
age of 79. They are buried in the Gurney-Wilberite 
Cemetery at Damascus, Ohio. For the last few years 
of their lives they lived in a house in Damascus 
about two blocks from the Church and four blocks 
from the Meeting House and the Cemetery. I sincerely 
believe that of those two the Lord could say, “Well 
done good and faithful servant....Enter into the joys 
of your Lord." -Matthew 25:21 


PLEASANT COBB,JR. 

Pleasant Cobb,Jr. my great great grandfather, son 
of Piledsarit:, Sn and Amyawastiborn! Dec .wi3,2¢795 on 
Caroline County,Virginia. He would have been fourteen 
years old when the family moved to Ohio. On Dec.2, 
1819 he married Elizabeth Icenhowur, born March 29, 
1801, daughter of John and Mary Icenhour. The court 
house records show that Pleasant,Jr. purchased land 
in Knox Township in 1823 in the same section as his 
fathers Pleasant,Jr. and Elizabeth had six children 
as follows’: 

John, born October 8,1821 

Mary Ann, born May 6,1822 

Gideon W., born February 1,1824 
Terrel, born December 29,1825 

Amos England, born December 15,1827 
Amy, born January 10,1830 
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The names of their children are very interesting. 
The first two, John and Mary, are named after Eliza- 
beth's parents. The next, Gideon Wilberforce my 
great grandfather, was named after Gideon of the 
Bible and William Wilberforce a great English states- 
man who led a crusade against slavery. William Wil- 
berforce labored in the House of Lords and the House 
of Commons for over forty years for an anti-slavery 
law. It was the Quakers who first introduced the 
anti-slavery issue into Parliament. Wilberforce be- 
came their hero, He was not a Quaker, but he was a 
Christian and a very devout man. This name, Gideon 
Wilberforce, was surely providential and prophetic. 
My great grandfather ceased to be a Quaker in the 
strict sense of the word, but remained a Christian 
and eventually fought in the Civil War for the 
Union and the abolition of slav2ry. The fourth child, 
Terrel, was named after the Ter-ell family. The 
name Terrell continued down throdugh the Cobb family 
for several generations. The fi ith child,Amos Eng- 
land, was probably named after :he land of his 
ancestors. The last child, Amy, was named after her 
grandmother Amy Terrell Cobb. Tie names we give 
our children are more important than we might think 
and indicative of the values and interests of the 
parents. 


We do not have very much information concerning 
Pleasant,Jr. and his family. They did live in Columb- 
Lana county all of their lives<*in 18s2 Pleasant,Jr. 
was disowned by the Monthly Meeting of the Friends 
at Damascus. There is no indication that he was ever 
restored. The following June 16,1833 Elizabeth passed 
away. Amy was only three years old and it is thought 
that Pleasant,Jr. married again, but we have no re- 
condsofhythns. 

There is an indication of a growing lack of inter- 
est in the stricter form of the Quaker faith in the 
endecuarter of the 19th century, which, according to 
Quaker history reflected a disunity that was, taking 
place within the Friends'Church itself. 
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This was a disunity that divided the Friends between 
progressives and conservatives, a division that is 
indicated in part by the designation of the Friends' 
Cemetery at Damascus as the Gurney-Wilberite 

Friends Cemetery. Pleasant.Jr. died in 1841 at the 
age of 46 and is buried in the above cemetery. 


GIDEON WILBERFORCE COBBS,SR. 1824-1912 

Gideon,Sr. was a birthright Quaker, but while he 
was still young there must have been a good bit of 
discussion in the Cobb family about the pros and 
cons of the Quaker faith. He was only eight years 
old when his father was disowned. We do not know if 
his mother and the children continued to attend 
then Priendstsee nu bere oY enot,, nor.) fp beasant .U C..Wvas 
ever restored. I doubt if he was. Gideon was still 
on the rolls until the time of his marriage to 
Susannah Huffer on May 27,1846. He definitely was 
not married with the blessing of the Quaker Church. 
On November 26,1846 Gideon,Sr. was disowned by the 
Upper Springfield Monthly Meeting for marrying con- 
trary to. the gmocirine: of the Ereinds' Church. 


Shortly before or just after his marriage in 
1846 Gideon purchased a house on lot 31 in Westville. 
This he sold in 1851, the year he and his family pro- 
bably left for Indiana. This move brought to an end 
the place of the Friends' Church in our branch of 
the Cobb family. However in Ohio and elsewhere there 
are many Cobbs who are Quakers to whom we are dis- 
tantly related, like Rolland Smith whose mother was 
a Cobb. I know too, that the Quaker influence is not 
completely gone from our lives. My father use to 
tell me stories of the Quaker habits of his grand- 
parents Gideon W. Cobb,Sr. and Susannah Huffer 
Cobb. And as they left. alittle. mark on my father's 
life so they have left some on mine. And as I have 
already said this genealogical search has caused me 
to love my ancestors and their faith. 
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An old Quaker “feeting House built in 1856, the 
first in Damascus was built in 1836. Below- the third 
Friends‘ church pouilt on the same spot since 1807 at Da- 
mascus. .- ; 
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The Gurney-Wilberite Cemetery(above and below) in 
Damascus,QOhio. The marker below is of one of my first 
cousins, four times removed. Forefathers Pleasant Sr. 
and Junior and their wives are buried here. Most of 
the stones are badly worn. 
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"MOVING ON" 

Why did Gideon W. Sr. and Susannah Huffer Cobb move 
to Indiana? I think that in part the move was a religi- 
ous consideration. Having married outside of the faith 
Giseon was disowned by the Friends' Church, a procedure 
which I assume involved some painful measures against 
the ex-communicated, as,for example,in the Amish faith. 
The area where Gideon and Susénnah lived was a heavily 
concentrated settlement of Quakers- Smith Township of 
Mahoning County and Knox Township of Columbiana County, 
Ohio. If they remained there they would live in a part- 
lally hostile atmosphere. This is not a condemnation of 
the faith of the Quakers but the statement of the fact. 
I think that every day of his life Gideon would be re- 
minded of his separation from the church of his youth. 
The answer was to move away. But where to move? I have 
a feeling that Susannah has a say in this matter. 

In my studies of the histories of Whitley and Noble 
Counties I found that many people moved there from 
Columbiana County,Ohio and surrounding counties in 
the 1830's,40's and 50's. I am sure that my great grand- 
parents know someone living in this part of Indiana. I 
am just as sure that there were no Cobbs living in these 
parts before them. Even until 1900 all of the Cobbs in 
Noble County and thereabouts were descendents of Gideon 
and Susannah. But there were Huffers in this area. 

Isaac Huffer, a pioneer settler, purchased land in Wash- 
ington Township Section 22 in 1836. This was Noble 
County... Sfireche Discory OL Whitley County there is a 
sketch about L. W. Welker, a lawyer, who lived at var- 
ious times in both Whitley and Noble Counties. His par- 
ents were Joseph and Lucinda(Huffer)Welker, who in 1838 
moved from Stark County,Ohio to Noble County,Indiana. 
Stark County in Ohio joins Columbiana County on the 
west. In the obituary of Susannah (Huffer)Cobbs it 
states that she lived from an early age in Stark County, 
Ohio. I suspect that Lucinda Huffer Welker was a close 
relative of Susannah's. It is also interesting to note 
that in 1888 Gideon and Susannah sold a small partial 

of land to a Jacob Huffer, probably a relative. 
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I had surmised from the sale of their property ‘in 
Ohio in 1851 that it was in that year that they moved 
to Indiana. This was confirmed in the obituary of 
SuUSanIvan whroly Te antend to print In full” tater on. I do 
not have an exact date. rrom the court house records 
in Columbia City, the county seat of Whitley County, 
Indiana I found that Gideon and Susannah purchased 40 
acres of land in Jefferson Township, Whitley County on 
May 17,1854 described as follows: 

"The S.W.% of the S.W. 4% of section 7 Twp. 30. range 
100% 
This waseioecated 17mile north of a 1ittice™ town called 
Laud, not very far from where my wife Geraldine had 
lived as a little girl. Gideon and Susannah lived 
there for 11 or 12 years. The ol} ituary mentioned above 
Said that they moved to Noble Ccinty in 1865. The court 
records say that they deeded the above property to a 
Peter Cotmeyer on March 8,1866 and recorded a deed 
for a purchase of land in Noble County on July 2,1866. 
The location of their new home was described as follows: 

“AP parte Ofiise cian +914 Twp. 34.,...Range 9 E." 

This was in York Township on road 350 west about 2% 
miles south of Wawaka. I have tried to pinpoint these 
moves in order to determine wher? their children were 
born. Some were born in Columbiaia County,Ohio; some 
in Whitley County, Indiana and some in Noble County. 
I will give the names of the children and birthdates 
Laver. 

It was from Whitley County that Gideon,Sr. enlisted 
aS a volunteer and served in the Civil War. But it was 
in Noble County that we found a document certifying 
him a a veteran.» [Mamigoingrtowenclose,it,in full now 
in’ thrs "wrrenng- 


70 ALL WHOM I7 MAY CONCERN- 

KNOW YE THAT GIDEON COBB A PRIVATE OF CAPTAIN _ 

LEMUEL M. RICHEY COMPANY (D) 129th REGIMENT OF 
INDIANA FIFTY VOLUNTEERS WHO WAS ENROLLED ON THE 

TWELETH DAY OF JANUARY ONE THOUSAND EIGHT HUN- 
DRED AND SIXTY FOUR 70 SERVE THREE YEARS OR 
DURING THE WER IS DISCHARGED FROM THE SERVICE 
OF THE UNITED STATES THIS TWENTY NINTH DAY OF 
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AUGUST 1865 AT CHARLOTTE N, CAROLINA BY 
REASON OF THE CO 154 HC A TR DEPT WC. * 

(NO OBJECTION TO HIS BEING REINSTATED 1S 
KNOWN 70 EXIST) 

SAID GIDEON COBB WAS BORN IN COLUMBIANA CO 
IN THE STATE OF OHIO IS FORTY YEARS OF AGE 
FIVE FEET SIX 2 INCHES HIGH FAIR COMPLEXION 
GREY EYES GREY HAIR AND BY OCCUPATION WHEN 
ENROLLED A FARMER. 

GIVEN AT INDIANAPOLIS IND THIS TWELFTH 


DAY OF SEPENTER 1865 LEMUEL M. RICHEY 
B. BUMMERS CAPT 
CAPT 16 US My* COMMANDING 

Ni. Dd. CO D 129 IND VOL 


*(Line hard to decipher) 


I want to show a couple of significant things that this 
document reveals. Great grandfather volunteered for ser- 
vice in the Civil War at the age of forty! And if my 
dates are correct he and great grandmother had ten 
children! He must have had some very strong feelings 
about the war to volunteer! 

We must keep in mind that Gideon Sr. was a birth- 
right Quaker and remained a Quaker until his marriage 
in 1846. Although he gave up his formal relationship 
to the Friend's Church through marriage he did not 
necessarily give up all of his Quaker convictions. 

The Quakers hated the slave trade and economy, and 
many had moved from Virginia to Ohio to escape its 
blight on their daily lives. So also had Gideon's 
grandfather. One does not forget such a thing readily. 
“Great grandfather's middle name was "Wilberforce" 
after that great statesman and champion of freedom 
from slavery in England William Wilberforce. And in 
1860 just one year be=fore the Civil War broke outy 
and at the height of the Abolition Movement our Grand- 
father was born and named Gideon "Wilberforce." And 
although the Quakers were by faith kind and peaceful 
and opposed to bearing arms, Gideon,Sr. overcame this 
conviction to join the Union Army, shortly after 
Lincoln's Proclamation freeing the slaves. 
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Notice the physical descripticn: 5 foot 6% inches 
tall, fair complexion, grey eyes and grey hair. I could 
not help but make a comparison with myself at the same 
age: 5 foot 7 inches tall, fair complexion, brown eyes 
and grey hair. And my father and grandfather would have 
come close to meeting this description also. 

On March 4,1882 great grandfather and mother were 
deeded property at the north edge of Cosperville on 250 
west and 900 north in Noble County, described as follows: 

".~the east part of the south easts ones ourth) of: the 
soutie west one fourth of section i5, twp. 35, range 9 
Fast 
I believe this was a retirement dream . Great grand- 
father was now 58 years of age, getting on in years for 
those times. It was a beautiful setting on the Elkhart 
River. The river is small there, but with some deep holes 
full of all kinds of fish. Where the present house is 
located is ideal. There is plenty of good land for garden- 
ing and some field crops. Albert, their youngest son, 
would have been ten years old. Gi‘eon,Jr., our grand- 
father was still at home. Great giandfather was a mod- 
est farmer who never had much lan:, never more than 80 
acres “asfar as I can tell, but he also was. a .shoe 
cobbler. I heard this from several sources. Gideon,Jr. 
once showed my brother Harold some of the lasts or shoe 
forms that his father had used in making boots and shoes. 
I am sure that they never had much money, but I do have 
some evidence that they tried to help some of their 
children to get a start in life. Gideon,Sr. and Susannah 
were rich with children, as the Psalmist wrote: 

"Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord, 

The fruit of the womb is his reward. 
Like arrows in the hand of a wa rior, 
So are the children of one's youth. 
Happy is the man who has his quivver full of them." 
- Psalm 127:3-5 


C LDREN OF GIDEON WILBERFORCE,SR. & SUSANNAH HUFFER COBBS 
Henry G.- 1847-1930, married Mary C. Winebrenner- 


1852-1938, buried in Osborn Cemetery, Noble County,Ind. 
41 
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Abraham Terrell- 1848-1890, married Alice Bennett, 
buried in Oberlin County,Kansas(?) 


Mary Elizabeth- 1850-1906, never married(?), buried 
in Osborn Cemetery Noble County,Ind. 


Pleasant Terrell- 1851-1906, married Melissa S.- 
1857- (?), buried in Osborn Cemetery Noble County,Ind. 


Geroge W.- (no vital statistics), lived in later 
years in Bierne,Arkansas. 


Brank—~ (nowy liduastatietics), lived most of his life 
in Rome City,Ind. 


Elizabeth- 1856-1960, married Jacob Bloom- 1853- 
1948, buried in Osborn Cemetery Noble County,Ind. 


Lydia Ann- (?), married James F. Hauger Dec. 25, 
1874, buried in Oberlin County,Kansas. 


Gillman H.- 1858-1929, married Ella O. Miller- 1863- 
1961, buried in Osborn Cemetery Noble County,Ind. 


Gideon Wilberforce,Jr.- 1860-1955, married Rosetta 
Swanders-1868-1933, buried in Fairview Cemetery near 
Huntertown,Ind. 

William F.- 1867-19 _, married Estela M. Smurr- 
LBA l-LBoOSe amanriea Dora TA Nichols Jan. 21,1896, 
buried in Osborn Cemetery Noble County, Ind. 


Albert- 1872-1900, never married, drowned in Sylvan 
Lake, buried in Osborn Cemetery Noble County,Ind. 


Great Grandmother SuSannah died June 13,1899. Great 
Grandfather Gideon remarried twice. On June 26,1903 he 
married Mary E. Henry. She must have preceded him in 
death for at his death on June 8,1912 his wife is list- 
ed ass isabelivic.s. 

THE FAITH OF GIDEON W. & SUSANNAH HUFFER COBBS 

Most of the Cobbs' wives have been strong Christians, 
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perhaps in some ways more dedic: ted than their husbands. 
When Gideon,Sr. was disowned by the Quaker Church for 
marrying outside the faith I suspect that he joined in 
the faith of his wife. This happened over and over in 
the history.ot the Coobs | afamihLyvebney didcdnet return 
to the Quaker faith. My father says they were Church of 
God for at least part of their lives. Where they lived 
in Whitley County there was a Church of God less than a 
mile from them. It was called "The Evergreen Church Of 
God". eihe old chureh ibuildingi iis stil hestanding ‘but io 
longer in use. The cemetery is w31l kept with stones 
dating to the early 1850's. 

When they moved to Noble Councy there was a Church of 
sod meeting in the home of a Rev. John Bowman about three 
miles southwest of them. It is not known if they wor- 
shipped with this congregation. However there was a con- 
gregation of The Christian Church meeting in a home in 
the same mile in which they lived and later a church was 
built on the corner of the mile adjoining them. It was 
Cableds Theshiensanimilill Christian Chiurch..i2t* 1s "not 
known in what year it was built but thought to be some- 
time after The Pleasant Hill School was built on the 
Same corner in 1870. It is quite certain that the Cobbs 
attended this church for a period of time while they 
lived in York Township. When Susannah died in 1899 her 
funeral was preached by Rev. Jacob N. Rittenhouse of 
Wawaka who was not only a member of this church but had 
pastored it for several years. 

We do not know where they attended while they lived 
near Cosperville. Perhaps they returned to Pleasant Hill, 
although it was four miles away. Perhaps they attended 
the Baptist Church at Cospervill:. When Gillman died in 
1929 his funeral was preached in the Baptist church. 
When Gideon and Susannah moved tc Rome City in 1895 
they probably attended the Methocist part of the time 
with their sons Henry and frank. In 1912 the funeral of 
Gideon,Sr. was held in the Methodist church. 

All of these things speak of a more ecumenical spirit 

han that which was held under the Quaker faith, and 
that spirit reigns today in the Cobbs families as many 
denominations are represented. 
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MEMORIALS OF GIDEON W. COBBS,SR. AND SUSANNAH HUFFER COBBS 
-from the Kendallville Sun-Times 


Obituary 

Susannah Huffer was born in 
the state of Maryland,Jan.3, 
168ecB, and died June ia osc, 
aged 75 years,S months and 
10 days. When a small girl 
she left her birthplace and 
settled in Stark County,Ohio. 
She was married to Gideon 
Cobbs ,May 27,1846, and in the 
year 1851 they moved to Whit- 
ley County,Indiana, and to 
Noble County in 1865. To them 
were born twelve children, 
three daughters and nine sons, 
three of whom, one daughter 
and two sons, have proceeded 
her to their heavenly home. 
She has been a lifelong 
Christian all her days and has 
ever been a devoted wife and 
mother. She leaves a husband, 
nine children,twenty-six grand 
children and three great grand 
children. The children who 
were unable to attend the fun- 
eral were P.T. Cobbs and wife 
of Boulder ,Colorado; George W. 
Cobbs and family of Bierne, 
Arkansas; Mrs Lydia Hauger 
and husband of Cedar Bluffs, 


Kansas. Intern at Osborn ceme- 
tery. Rev. Rittenhouse of Wa- 
waka, 


conducted the obsequy. 


PROMINENHSAOME CITY AESIOENT 
TAKEN BY DEATH 
Gideon Cobbs, aged 88, a veter 
an of the Civil War and a res- 
ident of Noble County for over 
half a century, died at his 
home in Rome City Sunday(June 
88,1912). He had been ill for 
several months and a general 
run-down condition caused the 
aged pioneer's death. 

The deceased was born of 
Quaker parentage at Alliance, 
Ohio and came to this state be 
Fore the war. At the outbreak 
of the Civil War he answered 
the call to arms and enlisted 
in the 1e9th Indiana and serv- 
ed his country in a fearless 
manner. For a number of years 
he had been ranked as one of 
Rome City's best citizens and 
was well liked by all who knew 
him. 

He was united in marriage 
to Susannah Huffer, and to 
this union were born twelve 
children, seven of whom are 
living. The children are as 
Follows: H.G. and Frank resid- 
ing at Rome-City; Gideon W. of 
Allen County, and two sons in 
the west; Mrs. Jacob Bloom of 
Rome City, and another daught- 
er who resides in the west. 
The funeral will be held Wed- 
nesday afternoon at e otclock 
at the Methodist church. Inter 
ment, Osborn cemetery. 
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GIDEON WILBERFORCE,JR. AND ROS:TTA SWANDERS COBBS 
(picture taken about 1930) 


"GO WEST YOUNG MAN" 

The pioneer blood is strong in the Cobbs family. 
They are not afraid of venturing into new and challeng- 
ing fields. The occasion of Gideon,Jr. going west to 
Kansas was determined at least in part by his age. He 
was twenty-five, "foot-loose and fancy free." He was 
also persuaded by some of his oider brothers and a 
Sister. Parts of Kansas were still open to homestead- 
ing. There was good land to be had for the claiming, by 
living on it a given number of years(3-5 years), and by 
building a dwelling there. The land was free. At Various 
times in the history of the United States free land has 
caused a rush west almost as great as the gold rushes. 

I tell this story without as mich docemuntation as 
I would like. We had planned to v sit Kansas but it 
didn*t work out during the time t!at I alloted myself 

HHS SWwoPCInG Poke thrs* book. 


45 


Tae Ve ad 


2qao) 2RICMAWR ARTS2OR GMA can aieaabtet wosare | are 
(GE@L Ssode noaxtsd StutSig?. . ... Vii net 


a as | 
°UAM DUUOY TAXW Go" =... oe 


-¥Limst added ofa ai oqnorte @f bootd a89n0 : 
- wetet Latte bane wan oft enixesasy Yo bisrre 3s a 
od seew petee .26,n00510) 29 notassoe gat. ore 
o% sepa era yd S26q ni seaol ts bonimtesed asv esensh 
aaw of ",993% yonst bne seeol-s00}" ,avit~-yinews outa 
e bas sindferd 2eblo eid 3O omoe yd babsuets 
-besizsnot od neqo {tite etew esaneh =. atiat Ker rh 
id ,pnimisio ef9 Yol bei od oF Gast Boog s6¥.2 a 
vd bas ,(atesy B#E}susey to 19dmnn, nevip, Jt 9 ‘paly 
! iad dA .a0td #eu bast of? .pt9eds pattlewh # gmibr 
cst bast se1t esésd® bovinal ena, Ya. y2e07ala add ak =. | 
eataus blog ods 26 3993p 25 deomis izow ABE 5 beeus: 
ae itt Louenaeason doum es tuodtiw yYyota, aide Ifad t- 
+i ud easenewt tie v o@ bonnsiq ben a¥ isd binow I 
tigaym begolls I defs omit oft patavb ano axew 27 HES 
wood 2idd to gniziiw ody ® 


comin 7 


ab | é ey 


In 1885 five of Gideon,Sr. and Susannah's children 
went to Kansas to homestead: Abraham, George, Pleasant, 
Lydia and Gideon. They all took their families with 
the exception of Gideon who was not yet married. They 
went by railroad. The land where they homesteaded was 
in Oberlin County- open prairie with very few trees 
and streams. The annual rainfall was about half of 
that which they had enjoyed in Indiana. In the sixty 
year period between 1887 and 1948 the averaye rainfall 
in western Kansas averaged 19.17 inches annually. The 
average for the whole state was only 26.51 inches. 
Temperatures ranged from 120 degrees in the summer to 
-40 degrees in the winter. The area that was still open 
to homesteading in 1885 was in the far west where pro- 
pects of good crops every year were slim. 

Life in Kansas proved to be hard. Houses were made 
primarily of sod and mud, with dirt floors. The summers 
were hot and the winters were cold as the winds from the 
west and the north swept across the plains. Gideon knew 
a girl back in Noble County,Ind. with whom he correspond- 
ed, Rosetta Swanders. She came west to visit him and in 
1886 they were married. I am told that a child was born 
dead and buried in Kansas. Their first three living 
children were born there: 

Nina Pearl- Nov. 6, 1887 

Elsie Ethel- March 5, 1889 

John Clyde- January 26, 1891 

I have been told that two of the years they farmed 
there were "burn-outs", too hot and dry with very poor 
crops. Granapa worked hauling gravel for roads in the 
area to keep his family provided for. His brother 
Abraham died in 1890 under grievous circumstances. By 
1891 Grandma had had enough. There are two different 
stories. One is that she came back to Indiana on a visit 
with the children and wrote Grandpa and informed him 
that if he ever wanted to see her and the children 
again he would have to move back to Indiana. The other 
story was that while Grandpa was away hauling gravel 
Grandma packed up and she and the children took the 
train back to Indiana leaving Grandpa a note giving him 
the ultimatum. 
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Anyway grandpa sold out to one of his brothers, I 
am told, and loaded his belongings on a wagon and 
drove his team all the way back to Noble County,Ind. 
Eventually Pleasant T. moved t» Boulder,Colorado and 
George W. moved to Bierne,Arkaasas, and only Lydia 
and her husband Frank Hauger remained in Kansas. 

Grandpa and Grandma Gideon and Rosetta lived 
near Brimfield and eventually purchased some land 
there. The deed was recorded on March 29,1895 and 
the property was described as follows: 

"The west 4% of the east 4% of the northwest. of 
seqt¥on 27, tiie, sLande G0 leasr. 

The purchase price was $2,000. While there seven more 
children were born to them: 
Manion el) svwonth, Sept .,.2;,1892 
AMNOSelal Lev, OCt. 16,158.14 
at Mae uime ger eb. e2151 89" 
“Forest Franklin, Nov. 2',1898— Was 
Mary Ann, Dec. 15,1900 
CéceltGrens wan. "22, 190° ¢died Van.26, (1903) 
Ervin Leslie, Jan. 18,1''04 (died may 14,1905) 

On Sept. 6,1904 grandpa and grandma sold this 
above property and on the same day a deed was recorded 
in Allen County for property purchased there; it was 
AUOCUeE On Lil Lew iS ewasine SCCLIOn 1, °-twp.32, range 
11 east. This was in Eel River Township Allen County. 
It is on the North County Line Road between Noble and 
Allen counties. Part of it had been formerly owned 
by “Uncie“ Jim Wyatt, Rosetta's mother's brother. 

The final additions to their timily came while they 
were there: 

Goldte Waorro,,,0ct. 3271905 

Wava Irene, Feb. 15,1908 

Roscoe’ Paul, Dec.25,1909 

On this farm is where most of the children lived 
during their formative years. My father was twelve 
when they moved there. Here they went to school in 
LagevotweuUncleavrrank calis this “The Old Cobbs Farm". 
It eventually contained 95 acres. It was slightly 
rolling land, but good farm land. I am enclosing a 
fanviryepretire taken ia the fall%ofr 1913S ~or*the 
spring of 1914, the same house still stands today. 
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(above)- The "Old Cobbs' Farmhouse", picture taken in 
1987. (below)- The old Church of’ the Brethren south of 
Ari, a recent photo. 
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Sometime around June 21,1920 Gideon and Rosetta ‘sold 
their land in Allen County and purchased land in Wells 
County,Ind. The legal description is as follows: 

“ThesNeka~npant OfbathesS.W..% of, Section 4 Township 
2B piRange all mecon taining 51. acres. 

It was located south of Zanesville about one mile on 
old state road #3. It was there that in 1929 my brother 
Harold and I stayed with grandpa and grandma for the 
summer and helped them on the farm. They lived there un 
til grandma's death on June 19,1933. Because of debts 
grandpa had to give up the farm. He was still strong 
and healthy and worked for several years for a widow by 
the name of Sarah Haney. This was near Roanoke,just a- 
cross the fields from where we lived. It was there I 
visited him in 1935 and talked to him about our ancest- 
ors. Later he run an apartment house in Fort Wayne on 
the corner of Wagoner and Spy Run. Still later he lived 
with several of his children until his death on July 3, 
1955. Grandpa and grandma are buried in the Fairview 
Cemetery near Huntertown, Ind. 
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Gideon W.Cobbs with Son Roscoe 
(Taken at Cobbs Reunion ‘about’*1952) 
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THE FAITH OF GIDEON,JR. AND RC 5ETTA SWANDERS COBBS 

As we have seen my grandfathe’ had a varied back- 
ground of religious faith throug his father and mother, 
with something of the Quaker,Chu.ch of God,Christian, 
Baptist and Methodist churches. Grandmother had a back- 
ground in the Church of the Brethren. 

Gideon and Rosetta were married in Kansas. We have no 
record of their church life there. Back in Noble County 
they attended the Center Chapel United Evangelical 
Church south of Rome City near where they lived. My fath- 
er says that grandfather helped to build the church there 
which is*now a United Methodist Church. It was: built in 

§$95.*Grandfather also sang in the choir.daughter’ Nina 
vlayed the organ. When they moved to Allen County they 
attended the old Church of the Brethren 1] mile south of 
Ari on the McComb road. (See the picture in this book.) 
From this influence many of the children became faithful 
to that denomination. 


When Gideon and Rosetta moved to Wells County they 
went to the Church of the Brethren at Markle,Ind. They 
were very devoted to their church. When my brother Harold 
and I stayed with grandpa and grandma during the summer 
of 1929 we were impressed by their piety and we came un- 
der the influence of the Spirit of Christ. We were both 
converted while attending special meetings at their 
Church and were baptized in Rock Creek near Markle. I 
have always felt indebted to them for helping me to re- 
Ceiver the dirt Of eLci. 

Beatric Cobb Platt gave me a testimony concerning the 
lively Christian faith of Gideon and Rosetta. 

"In 1931 while we were living in Kimmell with my par- 
ents Gideon and Rosetta came to v.sit us. I had heard a 
lot of good things about them but had never met them. 

I was attracted to Rosetta. She w:s a very friendly and 
jolly person. My tather asked abc it the death of his 
father Abraham T. Cobbs in the we;t. Rosetta told about 
the hardships and her determination to return to Indiana 
“or the sake of her husband and children. Within a few 

-nutes I knew her faith was very deep. I confided in 
her apout the recent loss of our second child, and she 
comforted me with the comfort she had received from 
51 
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the Lord when they had lost a child in the west. She 
said, 'You now have someone waiting for you in heaven.' 
I was impressed by their faith and their love of family." 


THE END OF THE SEARCH 

Vanity Ob uvanitwess. all 1S°vanity,saith the preacher." 
-Ecclesiastes 1:2. 

I have met persons who were sort of hooked on geneal- 
ogy. Their search went on and on. Of course there is 
really no end to genealogy. Sooner or later one wakens 
to the fact that at some point in time everybody is re- 
lated to everybody else. In Noble County I met two gene- 
alogists on two different days, people I had never met 
before, and discovered that both of them were my cousins. 
And herein lies something of the vanity of becoming too 
involved in this endeavor. We are all cousins under the 
skin. In some degree we are all blood relatives. It is 
good to realize this. By the same token all Christians 
are related to one another and all have a debt to every 
Christian of the past who labored to enhance and preserve 
their religious heritage. We are indebted to all those 
who have fought and died for faith and truth and love, 
for justice and peace and brotherhood. 

So I tired of the genealogical search, although I 
would have liked to have gone west. It seems to me an 
endless search with ever decreasing return's for one's 
labors. Nevertheless it was a labor of love and I am 
glad that I and those who helped me made it. But now 
there are other things to do that seem to me to be more 
important. But at least when I get to heaven I will be 
able to call some of my nearest ancestors by name and 
thank them for their contributions to my life. I have 
enjoyed the search and I am now satisfied. Maybe you 
will need to make your own pilgrimage into the past and 
leave a word for the future. It seems to me to be a 
part of loving in the human family. 

I am very thankful to have had the privilege of 
sharing this with you all and I thank my God and His 
Son Jesus Christ. 

Ernest L. Cobbs, 1987 
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Eckhart Public Library 


603 S. Jackson Street Auburn, IN 46706 
Phone: 219-925-2414 


Patron is responsible for all 
material borrowed. 
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